'I’““—-_-_—‘——_—-—'—_—__—_——__- )

l

THE BRITISH . COLONIST.
tSaturday Morning, May 4, 1872

b

—

Jnvitation to the Franchise,

In another column will be found an
invitation to rogicter, in order to be
entitled to voto at any electiou that

may take place. Like the Aot under
autherity of whioh it is isgned, thero
appears to be unpecessary ambiguity
about t5anotice, In order to assist
thoso concorned, we Wwish to ex-
plain that there aro threo olasges inw
vited to send in thoir applications. st
Those who, being possessed of the ne-
cessary qualifioation, did not register last
yoar. 2nd, Those who did regiater,
but whoeo qualification may have chang-
od. 3rd, Thoso who have registered
upon any of the following qualifications,
although still unchanged ;—Lodger ;
Boarder; Free Miner. All persons who
registered last yoar upon qualifioations
other than tho last mentioned, and
whose qualifications romain unchanged
are exempt from the necessity of regis-
that, dariug 1288 "beEBidy, * You y- Mophiiand
changes were madein the Franohise,—changes
whioh sweptaway all the absurd, complex
and illiberal so-called qualifications of the
old Act, throwing the Franchise open to all
bona fide resident British subjects (other thao
those wearing red skits or long tails) beiog
male adalts and takiog seufllcient interest
in the matter to have their names placed apon
the Register. It will nleo be recollected
that the amended Act wasnet assented to by
His Excellency the Lieutenant Govornor, but
was regerved fortheappruval of the Govero-
or-Geporal, We must be sllowed to ex-
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prosa regrot that the thing has not been so
maneged as that the pew or amended Act
might heve come into operation intime for
this year’s registiation, thereby, materially
ext>nding the basis of representation and
bringiog within the pale of the Franobiss a
large cloes of valuable subjects hitherto
wrongly and most unwis:ly shat out, end,
¢t the same time, s> simplilyiog the process
ct qualifyiog es lo induce very many per-
gons to come formard who were deterred by
the vexatiovsly complex and positively ab-
surd provigions of theold Act, It i# trne
thet there islittlo probability of a genera,
Provincial election taking place this yesr,
as that could only be the reesult of a dissolu-
tion ; slibough there will very likely be
elections in ono or two Disgtricts, rendered
necessary by resignation or accepltance of
office. But it shou!d not be forgctten thata
general election for members 1o serve o the
Federal Parliament must ioevitably take
place duriog the present year; and it is to
that circumsbanoe thatthis yeai’s registration
must owe is chiaf importance, And tbat
election acquires accumulative importacce
from the considerat'on thet it will be for fie
years, oot for one, os the last was. The
peop'e of British Uolumbia are abtout to be
oalled npon to elect represec tatives to Ott.-
wa for the rvext five years,—representalives
who will have to goard and promole the in-
tereats of the Puoific Province during the
m ost critical period of its exittence, repre-
sonttives, too, upon whom will devolve the
duty ofeustainingan administration to whom
British Columbia owes so much and the con-
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the socceesful consnm i

scheme of Empire so t’fL‘;fé?f} °tf>eg‘38. “ti\ﬂg
people of this portion of the Domioion &re
now invited to qualily themselves forthe pur-
pose of electing reprezentatives to discharge
these important functionsy and. surely every
coneideration of patriotiem and self-intere:t
should orge them to respond with alacrity to
that invitation, We bave expregsed regret
that the amended Franchise Act. has not
come into operation in time, so that every
bona fide residect Britieh subjcct might have
been placed in a pcsition to participate in a
work of such impoirtance. But, so far from
¢hat circumstaoce preseoting acy excuse for
supinepees and derelict.on of daty, the very
restrictednegs of the Franchise and conse-
quent paucity of qualified votets constitutes
an additional reason wby no one embraced
withio its narrow folds ehouold peglect to
perform this important political aet,
Let every person,therefore, in a position to
satisfy the requirements ot the law give this
matter due attention; and let it not be for=
gotten that, to neglect to register is to lose
the right to vote, Many instances occurred
last year of persons regretting, when too late,
that they had neglected to register. Let there
be no such instances this year; for, depend
upoa it,every vote will be wanted and sought
for in the approaching Federal election—an
election, be it remembered, which must, to a
great extent decide whether the affairs of the
Dominon are to continue to be administered
by the wise and the well-tried statesman
now in power, or whether the country is to
be handed over to the tender mercies of the
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